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EAST GRINSTEAD TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES AND TOURISM COMMITTEE – 14th June 2018 at 7.00pm

Present: Cllr Peacock (Chairman)
Town Mayor:   Cllr R Whittaker
Deputy Town Mayor :  Cllr D Favor    
Councillors: Mrs Bennett, Dabell, Hodges, Matthews, Osborne, Sweatman & 
Wyan

Also Present:  Cllr Saull, The Town Clerk, Town Promotions Manager & Estates Manager 

The Committee started the meeting with 1 minutes silence for the victims of the Grenfell 
Tower fire in London which was one year ago.     

41 PUBLIC QUESTIONS

There being no questions the chairman moved along with the agenda

42 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Mrs Mainstone Delayed returning to the town 

43 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were none 

44 MINUTES

To approve the Minutes of the meetings held 8th March and 14th May 2018

RESOLVED: that the chairman sign the minutes of 8th March and 14th

May as the true and correct minutes of those meetings   

45 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 The Christmas lights contract has been signed and is now complete 
 The town mayors pictures are back on the wall In the mansion and scaffolding 

is coming down tomorrow - thank you to Cllr Visser and Hamilton Studios 
who assisted with the reproduction of the faded photographs at no cost, we 
are very grateful.    

 Armed Forces day on 30th June, anyone able to volunteer with manning of the
road closure please advise the Clerk  - it will be maximum 1 hour more likely 
around 10.45 – 11.30 and be High Street to East Court. The day itself goes 
on to 3.30 at east court.   

 No progress yet on the wayfinding that will come forth next cycle. 

46 TOWN PROMOTIONS MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report and asked the committee their views on the 
request for the policy regarding charities.  
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There was lengthy discussion in which it was clarified that the Town Mayors charities 
plus Chequer Mead had attended the last East Court live and while the policy was 
not aimed at excluding Chequer Mead, other charities had asked in the past. Room 
was tight, there is limited parking and the charities tend to want additional support 
which falls on the staff and volunteers, the officers simply wanted a steer. Some 
committee members felt that the event should encourage charities to attend, others 
felt that the additional cost of siting and managing them and clearing up afterwards 
all needed to be considered.
There was discussion as to whether additional charities should be welcome to attend 
on the MSDC land but not the terraces and pay for the pitch.  It was commented that 
this could result in MSDC charging the town council for use of their land which they 
currently give for free if this were the case.   
There was significant support for Chequer Mead to be allowed to attend as they 
retained strong links through the annual grant and being a tenant of the Council. 
During the discussion the Clerk advised the Chairman that she was concerned as to 
conflicts of interest for committee members regarding Chequer Mead; this concern 
was relayed to the committee by the Chairman.  

RESOLVED:  To restrict Charities attendance to representatives of the 
Town Mayors Charity(ies), along with the Chequer Mead Theatre for 
publicity purposes.  

The remainder of the report was noted 

47 ESTATE MANAGERS REPORT

The Chairman introduced the report and asked the Committee particularly to 
consider the requests to support the fire escape cage and the disabled ramp.  The 
Estates Manager confirmed that the escape would not be locked but a one way 
opening bar as seen in many fire exits.  The primary focus was safety and she was 
keen to ensure that the flat roof was not the scene of unauthorised access.  
The Estates Manager also advised that the proposed ramp was to allow direct 
access to the top terrace and meridian line by persons in wheelchairs.  

RESOLVED:  that should planning permission be granted the officers 
should implement:
1 - the proposed cage on the access to the fire escape, and 
2 - the disabled access ramp to the top terrace      

In response to a query it was advised that the hanging baskets were later going up by 
2 weeks due to the unusually long lasting display of the winter baskets, which had 
been left up longer than usual. The turnaround time meant that the baskets went up a 
little later.  They will come down when the displays are finished, but there is no 
specific time for this. 

It was advised that the Meridian Hall expenditure was high as the dishwasher and 
microwave had needed replacing at the same time.  Both being commercial 
standards to cater for weddings and events up to 200 people explains the costs 
being significantly higher than domestic appliances.   

It was asked for a future report on income versus expenditure of the East Court 
buildings as the income was now looking to be matching the expenditure.    

The remainder of the report was noted 
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48 BURIAL REPORT

The report was noted with thanks and the clerk gave a brief update on the proposed 
resettling of the badgers. It was mentioned during the following discussion that the 
Council had purchased a ransom strip at the foot of Dexter Drive,  to ensure that no 
further development could continue from that access in to High Farm.  It was 
believed to have been around 1998 and the clerk undertook to ensure that the deeds 
of this registration were obtained as they were not in her possession.  

The report was noted    

49 DELEGATED DECISIONS

There were none to note  

50 WEST SUSSEX COUNTY COUNCIL CONTRACTS 

The Clerk advised that West Sussex Highways were no longer able to offer
partnership working other than to continue the weedspraying, but at a reduced cost 
through to March 2019, and the existing winter maintenance, A supplemental 
Agreement will be entered In to.  No further work was offered and it was important to 
note that the outside team would no longer have the ability to turn out to attend to 
overhanging vegetation or matters that were no longer included in the contract.  We 
are not licensed to carry out the work and it is important that residents understand 
that the works are no longer supported by the Highways contracts, unless on safety 
grounds.   The Council will be advising reports to WSCC via love west Sussex and 
the call centre from 1st July and will not be able to act as a conduit for this.     

The report was noted 

51 ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.14 pm.

SIGNED:

CHAIRMAN


